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Why is Freight Important to Virginia?

Freight is a major contributor to Virginiaõs economy

ðMany Virginia industries depend on freight movement:  agriculture 

and food, energy and natural resources, construction, chemicals, 

transportation and logistics, wholesale and retail sales

ð50% of the Commonwealthõs economic output (sales, receipts, 

operating income), 28% of its gross state product , and 34% of its 

jobs are freight-dependent

ðNationõs seventh-largest international container port; two Class I 

railroads; major international air cargo hub

ðCrossroads of the east coast;  two nationally critical truck corridors 

(I-81 and I-95) with significant through traffic
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Freight is a Shared Opportunity

Private Sector

ðIndustry expansion and location decisions

ðMarine, warehouse and distribution center development

ðRailroads (Heartland Corridor,  Crescent Corridor, National Gateway)

ðPublic-private partnership (I-95,  US 460) 

Public Sector

ðMPOs and regional/local governments 

ðVirginia Port Authority master plans, project development

ðVirginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation plans, Rail 

Enhancement Fund program

ðVirginia Department of Transportation freight studies, multimodal 

corridor planning initiatives
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Profile of  Virginiaõs Freight System
Virginia Statewide Multimodal Freight Plan
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Current Virginia Freight Forecast (USDOT)

845 million tons in 2007, 1.1 billion tons in 2035, all modes excluding through traffic

$751 billion in value 2007, $1.4 trillion in 2035

Intôl tonnage and value to grow faster than domestic tonnage

Value ($ billion) Growth

2007 2035

Domestic Virginia Origin 314 544 2.0%

Virginia Destination 358 694 2.4%

Through not included

International Virginia Export 36 97 3.6%

Virginia Import 42 107 3.4%

Total 751 1,441 2.4%



 

How Freight Uses Virginiaõs Roads 

ÅCritical issues today

ðRoadway and bridge condition

ðCapacity, congestion, speed, and 

reliability in critical corridors, 

urban areas

ðSafety and emergency response

ðEnvironment

ðTruck rest areas, driver shortages

ðInformation systems

ðMode and time -shift opportunities

ÅCritical issues by 2035

ðHow to deal with projected freight 

growth and growing urban 

congestion?
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Virginia Tonnage    

Through Tonnage    



How Freight Uses Virginiaõs Railroads

ÅCritical issues today

ðSystem preservation and 

maintenance (lines, bridges, tunnels)

ðModernizing for heavier, larger 

railcars and scheduled services

ðPort access and quality of service

ðShort lines and connectors

ðIntermodal yards,  òintegrated 

logistics centersó

ðShared access with passengers

ðDiversion of long haul trucks to rail

ðMultistate coordination

ÅCritical issues by 2035

ðHow to handle natural growth in rail 

traffic while also using rail to reduce 

pressures on Virginiaõs highways?
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Virginia Tonnage (modeled)    

Through Tonnage (modeled)    



How Freight Uses Virginiaõs Ports and 

Warehouse/Distribution Facilities

ÅCritical issues today

ðPanama Canal expansion, next -

generation mega -containerships, 

and global ocean carrier routings

ðPort capacity,  terminal expansion, 

modernization

ðTruck access and rail service

ðWarehouses/DCs (large parcels, 

truck/rail access, limited impacts)

ðòMarine Highwayó initiatives

ÅCritical issues through 2035

ðHow to handle significant growth 

in container traffic and tonnage, 

while managing transportation 

and environmental impacts?
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Projected Cargo Demand & 

Planned Capacity

Source: VPA Master Plan.  Forecast numbers prepared in 2005 and represent average increase over the forecast period.
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Pre-Recession Forecast:

Still Valid, But Delayed 5 to 8 Years



How Freight Uses Virginiaõs Airports

ÅCritical issues today

ðAir freight through Virginia does 

not suffer from significant 

bottlenecks ðgood facilities, 

good ground access

ðCompetition from out of state 

airports for international 

service ðshippers will truck to 

JFK, OõHare because of more 

frequent wide -body services

ÅCritical issues through 2035

ðFacilities and ground access 

generally good

ðHow can Virginia be more 

competitive for international 

services?
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