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Photo source:  HRTPO staff 

 

Armistead Avenue Westbound at Findley Street 
 

This sign is well‐written and well‐
placed, covering both facilities in the 
Event Area. 

Armistead Avenue Westbound at Convention Center Boulevard 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff 

 

Recommendation:   
 
Since this is a key decision point, 
consider placing an additional 
“Coliseum and Convention Center” 
sign at the intersection.  
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Approaching the Event Area – From Northern Hampton via Eastbound Armistead Avenue 
 

Armistead Avenue Eastbound at Pine Chapel Road 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

 

Recommendation:   
 
Move this sign 100’ to the south so 
that it directs drivers to use 
Convention Center Boulevard.  At its 
current location it is possible that 
many drivers respond to arrow on the 
sign by turning onto Pine Chapel 
Road. 

Armistead Avenue Eastbound at Convention Center Boulevard 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

 

Recommendation:   
 
Since this is a key decision point, add 
an additional sign for the “Coliseum 
and Convention Center” at this 
intersection.   

Approaching the Event Area – Via Convention Center Boulevard 
 

Convention Center Boulevard Westbound at Coliseum Drive 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

 

Recommendation:   
 
In order not to “abandon” drivers 
who have followed signs directing 
them to Convention Center 
Boulevard, place a sign at this 
intersection directing traffic to turn 
right for “Coliseum and Convention 
Center”. 
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Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

 

This sign is well‐placed and well‐
written. 

Pine Chapel Road Westbound at Convention Center Parking Lot 
 

Although not an official route, some drivers with local knowledge may use Pine Chapel Road to access the Event Area to 
avoid other routes. 

Pine Chapel Road Westbound at Cut Thru to Coliseum Drive 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

 

This sign is well‐placed and well‐
written, covering both Event Area 
destinations. 

Recommendation:   
 
In order not to “abandon” drivers 
who have used Convention Center 
Boulevard to access the Convention 
Center, place a sign at this intersection 
informing drivers to turn right for the 
“Convention Center”. 

Coliseum Drive Northbound at Eastern Entrance to Convention Center 
 

Approaching the Event Area – Via Westbound Pine Chapel Road 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 
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Approaching the Event Area – From Hampton via Power Plant Parkway 
 

Power Plant Parkway Northbound at Pine Chapel Road 
 The “Coliseum and Convention 

Center” sign is well‐placed and well‐
written, covering both Event Area 
destinations.  The “Coliseum Central 
Business District” sign in the 
background could be confusing since 
travelers may think that this refers to 
the “Coliseum” and the “Central 
Business District” since the word 
“Coliseum” is on a line by itself. 

Power Plant Parkway Southbound at Pine Chapel Road 
 Recommendation:   

 
In order to promote Power Plant 
Pkwy and Pine Chapel Road as an 
alternate route to the Event Area and 
help Convention attendees return to 
the Convention Center area from the 
shops and restaurants along Power 
Plant Parkway, a sign should be 
placed at this intersection for 
southbound drivers on Power Plant 
Parkway, similar to the sign shown 
above for northbound Power Plant 
Parkway, directing them to the 
“Coliseum and Convention Center”. 

Pine Chapel Road Eastbound at Coliseum Drive 
 This sign is well‐placed and well‐

written, covering both Event Area 
destinations. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 
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Pine Chapel Road Eastbound Approaching Cut Thru to Coliseum Drive 
 

Although not an official route, some drivers with local knowledge may use Eastbound Pine Chapel Road to the east of 
Coliseum Drive to access the Event Area. 

This sign is well‐placed and well‐
written, covering both Event Area 
destinations. 

Pine Chapel Road Eastbound at Cut Thru to Coliseum Drive 
 

These signs are well‐placed and well‐
written, covering both Event Area 
destinations. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 
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Approaching the Event Area – From Points West via Eastbound I-64 

I-64 Eastbound between HRC Parkway and Magruder Boulevard 
 Recommendation:   

 
Consider using this changeable 
message sign during major events to 
detail traffic conditions and direct 
traffic to use the Mercury Boulevard 
interchange as traffic conditions 
permit. 
 

Photo source:  Google. 

I-64 Eastbound between Magruder Boulevard and Cunningham Drive 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

The large green sign is well‐written 
and well‐positioned to direct drivers 
to the Coliseum.   

I-64 Eastbound at the Cunningham Drive Overpass 
 

Photo source:  Google. 

This large green sign is well‐written 
and well‐positioned to direct drivers 
to the Coliseum. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
At some location on eastbound I‐64 
prior to this location, add a sign 
indicating that this is also the exit for 
the Convention Center. 
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Ramp from I-64 Eastbound to Mercury Boulevard 
 This large green sign is well‐written 

and well‐positioned to direct drivers 
to the Coliseum. 

Mercury Boulevard Eastbound Past the I-64 Overpass 
 

Photo source:  Google. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

The green sign is well‐written and 
well‐positioned to direct drivers to 
the Hampton Coliseum.  It could be 
modified to include reference to the 
Convention Center. 

Mercury Boulevard Eastbound at the I-64 Overpass 
 

The green sign is well‐written and 
well‐positioned to direct drivers to 
the Hampton Coliseum.  It could be 
modified to include reference to the 
Convention Center. 
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Recommendation: 
 
Add a large sign to this gantry to 
guide drivers to turn right at the next 
signal for the Coliseum and 
Convention Center.  The additional 
loads that this new sign would add to 
the gantry must be considered for this 
recommendation.       

Mercury Boulevard Eastbound Past the I-64 Overpass 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Mercury Boulevard Eastbound at Coliseum Drive 
 

Recommendation:   
 
Although there is a LED message sign 
at the intersection of Mercury 
Boulevard and Coliseum Drive, there 
are no signs on eastbound Mercury 
Boulevard between the westbound I‐
64 off ramp and Coliseum Drive 
directing drivers to turn right onto 
Coliseum Drive for the Coliseum and 
Convention Center.   This sign should 
be installed near the base of the 
offramp. 
  

Coliseum Drive Southbound Approaching Pine Chapel Road 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Recommendation: 
 
With Coliseum Drive recently being 
narrowed at this location, consider 
moving this sign to a location where it 
will be visible, such as near the large 
pole shown between the sidewalk and 
the curb. 
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Coliseum Drive Southbound at Pine Chapel Road 

Recommendation: 
 
Place a sign (or signs) directing 
drivers and pedestrians to proceed 
straight ahead for the Coliseum and 
Convention Center. 
 

Coliseum Drive Southbound Beyond Pine Chapel Road 

This mobile changeable message sign 
(CMS) can be used either routinely 
(i.e. showing the same message in the 
same location for each event), or for 
special messages in various places as 
the need arises. 
 

Coliseum Drive Southbound Beyond Pine Chapel Road 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Recommendation: 
 
Because of the difficulty noticing the 
Convention Center sign on the left, 
add a sign at this location directing 
drivers toward Convention Center 
drop off and parking areas. 
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Approaching the Event Area – From Southside Hampton Roads and Downtown Newport News 
via I-664 

I-664 Northbound between Powhatan Parkway and the Queen Street Overpass 
 

Photo source:  Google. 

Recommendation: 
 
Because there is no sign for the 
Coliseum or Convention Center for I‐
664 drivers until the I‐64 interchange 
(and that sign only lists the 
Coliseum), add a sign directing 
drivers to the Coliseum and 
Convention Center.  If this location is 
used, the I‐664 and Inner Loop signs 
could be removed.  Consideration of 
the additional loads that this new sign 
would add to the gantry must be 
taken into account.       
 

I-664 Northbound between Powhatan Parkway and I-64 
 

Recommendation:   
 
Consider using this changeable 
message sign during major events to 
detail traffic conditions, particularly 
at the Mercury Boulevard 
interchange. 
 

I-664 Northbound at I-64 
 

Photo source:  Google. 

Photo source:  Google. 

The brown sign on the left is well‐
written and well‐placed for directing 
drivers to the Coliseum. 
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Recommendation: 
 
Because there is no mention of the 
Convention Center on existing I‐64 
signs, consider adding a sign to this 
unused gantry directing drivers to the 
Convention Center.  Adjacent signs 
already direct drivers to the Coliseum 
as shown below.  Consideration of the 
additional loads that this new sign 
would add to the gantry must be 
taken into account. 
       

I-64 Westbound between I-664 and the Pine Chapel Overpass 
 

Photo source:  Google. 

I-64 Westbound at the Pine Chapel Road Overpass 
 The sign on the right is well‐written 

and well‐placed for directing drivers 
to the Coliseum. 

I-64 Westbound at Mercury Boulevard 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

The sign on the right is well‐written 
and well‐placed for directing drivers 
to the Coliseum. 
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Approaching the Event Area – From Points West via Mercury Boulevard and the James River 
Bridge 

Mercury Boulevard Eastbound at Warwick Boulevard 
 The sign on the left is well‐written 

and well‐placed to direct drivers to 
Hampton who are bound for the 
Coliseum or Convention Center. 

Mercury Boulevard Eastbound at Jefferson Avenue 
 

Photo source:  Google. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

This sign is well‐written and well‐
placed to direct drivers to Hampton 
who are bound for the Coliseum or 
Convention Center. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Consider adding a sign inside the 
Hampton City Limits indicating that 
the Coliseum and Convention Center 
are ahead. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

James River Bridge Eastbound 
 Although the changeable message 

signs on the James River Bridge 
currently only show bridge‐related 
messages, they could be modified to 
show event‐related messages per 
VDOT’s policy. 
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Coliseum Drive at Convention Center Boulevard 
 

Convention Center Parking Lot at Convention Center Boulevard 
 

This sign is well‐designed and well‐
placed to direct travelers towards I‐64.
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Leaving the Event Area – Towards I-64 Via Convention Center Blvd and Armistead Avenue 

Cut Thru Southbound at Coliseum Drive 
 This sign is well‐designed and well‐

placed to direct travelers leaving the 
parking lots towards I‐64. 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

This sign is well‐designed and well‐
placed to direct travelers towards I‐64.
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Convention Center Boulevard Eastbound at Armistead Avenue 
 This sign is well‐designed and well‐

placed to direct travelers leaving the 
parking lots via Convention Center 
Boulevard towards I‐64. 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 
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Recommendation: 
 
Provide a two‐way “I‐64” sign at the 
northbound end of the Cut Thru 
similar to those provided at other 
locations. 
 

This I‐64 sign is well‐designed and 
well‐placed to direct travelers leaving 
the Convention Center parking lot. 
 

Leaving the Event Area – Towards I-64 Via Pine Chapel Road and Armistead Avenue 

Pine Chapel Road Eastbound 150’ East of Cut Thru to Coliseum Drive 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Cut Thru Northbound Approaching Pine Chapel Road 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Pine Chapel Road Eastbound at Armistead Avenue 
 Recommendation: 

 
In order not to “abandon” drivers 
traveling towards I‐64, install a “To I‐
64” sign approaching Armistead 
Avenue.  Since traffic for major 
Coliseum events is directed to turn 
left onto Armistead Avenue, a two‐
way I‐64 sign may be necessary 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 
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Leaving the Event Area – Towards I-64 Via Coliseum Drive and Mercury Boulevard 

Convention Center Entrance at Coliseum Drive 
 The I‐64 sign is well‐designed and 

well‐placed to direct travelers leaving 
the Coliseum and Convention Center.
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Coliseum Drive Northbound at Pine Chapel Road 
 The I‐64 and I‐664 signs are well‐

designed and well‐placed to direct 
travelers leaving the Coliseum and 
Convention Center towards the 
Interstate system. 
 

Coliseum Drive Northbound at Mercury Boulevard 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

This sign is well‐designed and well‐
placed to direct travelers towards I‐64.
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Leaving the Event Area – Towards I-64/I-664 Via Pine Chapel Road and Power Plant Parkway 

Pine Chapel Road Westbound at Coliseum Drive 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Recommendation: 
 
Provide signs for drivers leaving via 
Pine Chapel Road westbound 
towards I‐664 (straight ahead) and I‐
64 (straight ahead or right turn).  
There are similar signs in place on the 
northbound Coliseum Drive approach 
to the intersection. 
 

Pine Chapel Road Westbound at Power Plant Parkway 
 These signs are well‐designed and 

well‐placed to direct drivers to the 
Interstate system. 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 

Power Plant Parkway Northbound at Mercury Boulevard 
 This sign is well‐designed and well‐

placed to direct drivers to I‐64. 
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Power Plant Parkway Southbound at Briarfield Road 
 This sign is well‐designed and well‐

placed to direct drivers to I‐664. 
 

Photo source:  HRTPO staff. 


