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Figure 2
SEHSR Study Area Alternatives
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High Speed Rail: A Future On the Main Line*

Louis L. Guy, Jr., P.E.**

Mr. Chairman and Members of the HRTPO:

My name is Louis Guy, a citizen of Hampton Roads and one of your
constituents from Norfolk. I am a licensed professional engineer, retired after
more than forty years experience in civil engineering practice. My focus has
been on solving long term regional problems. 1 chgfben vyou all to use your
finest VISION in guiding the direction for Amerl ﬁ’ egion during this
crucial planning period. S :

This is a period of progressive change. Over the past year, you have
revitalized this regional MPO organization and with that, you have revitalized
our hopes for the future Now, wnth more conﬂdehce, you have a new

1§ d allow us to reconsider
f;thaVe state-level

) i , but the current plans relegate Hampton Roads to
being served bya* ur line” instead of being on the “Main Line”. In the East
Coast this would make us the ONLY metro area this large without a station
on the Main Line! Refer to Attachment 1. This must be fixed now.

For many years Virginia and North Carolina together in Richmond have
developed draft plans for High Speed Rail, quietly. Hampton Roads has been
asleep. Only two of the ten public hearings were conducted in Hampton
Roads, and almost no one remembers those events. Before 1995 the Virginia
powers somehow decided that this major metropolitan community should be
served only by a spur from Richmond. In 2002 they tentatively approved the



Main Line to bypass us along existing rail lines through Petersburg to
Raleigh. Attachment 2 shows the currently approved Main Line. Except for a
little letter to the PILOT in March 2002, no one challenged that BIG mistake.

Virginia and North Carolina jointly considered two alternate routes from
Petersburg to Raleigh, via South Hill (I-85) or Emporia (I-95). A Main Line
route along existing rail lines through Suffolk to Raleigh was never even
mentioned! Suffolk is the fasting growing city in Hampton Roads and
uniquely central to most other communities.

b9 Charlotte: one
“bend” in the
ston Salem

North Carolina also evaluated two routes from Ral
direct route through rural NC - or an alternative
line for service up to Durham and over to the
metro area. See Attachment 3 for the nin
: Attachment 4 for how they compared ‘

The current Virginia application 1§14 improve the rail
corridor from Washington through mo) rg. That makes
sense. But the rest of the Virgi e is d

and North Carolina hg

’e the Main Line to NC at

have a knee jerk tradition of competing against each other and Richmond
knows that. As long as we are fighting over which spur, all the money will go
elsewhere.

More importantly, as long as we are fighting for any spur, the Main Line will
pass us by! The answer is not a spur ~ not even a 110 mph spur, much less a
90 mph spur or a 79 mph spur. This is the wrong question. From my long
career in addressing infrastructure issues for public agencies, I learned that
there is no good answer until you define the right question. We have allowed



others to define this question as “Which is the best spur from Hampton Roads
to High Speed Rail at Richmond?” The correct question should be “How does
Hampton Roads get the best service it deserves on the Main Line for the
South East High Speed Rail corridor?” This demands attention from HRTPO
urgently, before it is too late.

How can we obtain frequent reliable, “one-seat” travel, 110mph rail service to
Washington, New York and Atlanta? Our future depends on a positive
answer! The answer is not a spur. A Main Line station in uffolk could serve
all of Hampton Roads by Light Rail or other transporgation alternatives.
From this station, HSR travel at 110 mph can put ugiatithe Pentagon in less
than two hours. If thls Alternatlve 10 was ever stu{: 1ed puld boost the

iore of us due to
ive 10 will

way is not adequate service for Hampton Ro
of the nation’s most important regions.

Some Board members here have' 1
The HRTPO is the nght place for

NC, on the way to Ra,
Hampton
service gn‘ gl ine.
the la gest popula '

In Ecclesiastes the Bible 8ays, “To every thing there is a season, and a time for
every purpose.®; hen tlle Byrds echoed the message by singing “Turn, turn,
turn.” This is yo "“e, and it is our purpose. Show us your vision.

Thank you.

* For presentation to the Hampton Roads Transportation Planning
Organization, July 15, 2009
** Jouisguy@cox.net



