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NEW AMTRAK VIRGINIA SERVICE BEGINS TODAY

Richmond to the Northeast Corridor

RICHMOND — Amtrak Virginiatoday launches a new train with daily round-trip service
between Richmond and Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor, providing hourly morning northbound
departures and more flexible southbound return trips to and from Amtrak’ s Staples Mill Station.

Virginia stops aong the route include Staples Mill, Ashland, Fredericksburg, Quantico,
Woodbridge and Alexandria stations, with direct service as far north as Boston.

“This new train provides more transportation choices in the 1-95 corridor,” said Thelma Drake,
director of the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT). “It’s easier than
ever to take the train for your business, college and vacation trips.”

Amtrak allows travelers to make the most of their travel time while someone else does the
driving. On the train, passengers can catch up with work, friends, family or just take a break and
relax.



The Richmond train also offers a great opportunity for travel to Virginiafrom places as far
north as Boston. Amtrak Virginia and the Virginia Tourism Corporation have devel oped Amtrak
Virginia vacation packages and discounts to destinations throughout Virginia. See
www.amtrakvirginia.com/hotdeals for more information.

"This new service has great potential to bring more visitors to Richmond and destinations
throughout Virginia," said AlisaBailey, president and CEO of the Virginia Tourism
Corporation. "Train travel to Virginiais especialy appealing for visitors in our top East Coast
markets including Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Philadelphiaand New Y ork, who are looking
for fun, relaxation and value."

The new Richmond train is the second service launched under the Amtrak Virginia
partnership, which introduced a new Lynchburg train last fall. Virginiais the 15th state to partner
with Amtrak for intercity passenger rail service, and the successful launch of these new services
is made possible through the partnership between DRPT, Amtrak, and the host railroads along
the routes.

“Through our partnership with the Commonwealth of Virginia, we are able to further expand
therail travel options available to Virginians,” said Jay McArthur, principal officer in Amtrak’s
Policy & Development Department. “We' re hopeful this additional service from Richmond will
mirror the strong ridership we' ve seen on the Lynchburg service we launched last fall.”

“This new serviceis evidence of how well the Commonwealth of Virginia, Amtrak, the
Virginia Railway Express and CSX Transportation have worked to enhance passenger,
commuter and freight rail service in the [-95 corridor,” said Quintin Kendall, resident vice
president for CSX Transportation, the host railroad for the Richmond train. “The partnership
resulted in new infrastructure- including seven miles of new, third main track and the
replacement of a 105-year old single track railroad bridge. This additional rail capacity allows
the new Amtrak Virginia service to begin, and improves the reliability of existing service while
ensuring that the economically vital and environmentally beneficial rail freight service can meet
the demands of the Commonwealth today and in the future.”

Booking travel on the new train supports Amtrak Virginia service, which is provided as part of
athree-year pilot program. The service must meet annual ridership and revenue goals to continue
past the three-year mark. Passengers may book travel on the new Richmond train at any station
along the route between Staples Mill Station and Boston using the train numbers below:

Northbound Train Number Southbound Train Number
Mon-Fri Train 174 Mon-Fri Train 125
Sat-Sun Train 164 Sat Train 87

Sun Train 157

Passengers should look for these train numbers to ensure that travel supports Amtrak Virginia.

The complete train schedule between Richmond and Boston is available at
www.amtrakvirginia.com.

Passengers who book travel on the new Richmond train before August 31, 2010 for travel by




September 30, 2010 will save 15 percent if they book at least three days in advance of travel.
Travelers who book more than 14 days in advance can take advantage of the lowest published
farefor all Amtrak service. More information on travel offersis available at
www.amtrakvirginia.com/hotdeals. Sample one-way fares include $23 between Richmond’s
Staples Mill Station and Washington, D.C. and $57 between Staples Mill and Philadel phia.

About Amtrak Virginia

Amtrak Virginiais aprogram developed by the Virginia Department of Rail and Public
Transportation (DRPT) and Amtrak to provide morerail travel choicesin Virginia. Serviceis
now available in the Richmond and Lynchburg corridors as far north as Boston. The new service
promotes economic, tourism and environmental benefitsin Virginia. For more information, visit
www.amtrakvirginia.com.

About Amtrak

Amtrak has posted six consecutive years of growth in ridership and revenue, carrying more than
28.7 million passengersin the last fiscal year. Amtrak provides intercity passenger rail serviceto
more than 500 destinations in 46 states on a 21,000-mile route system. In Virginia, Amtrak
operates more than 20 trains daily from 21 train stations across the state. Over one million train
trips were made from Virginialocations in FY 2009. For schedules, fares and information,
passengers may call 800-USA-RAIL or visit Amtrak.com.
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