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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
HRTPO Public Comment ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
RE: Public Comment Regarding the Midtown Tunnel 
 (Public Comment Follows HRTPO Staff Response) 
 
HRTPO Staff Response 
 
Ms. Sotherland, 
 
Good afternoon. Thank you for your phone inquiry pertaining to the Midtown Tunnel. As a 
review, you inquired the following: 
 

• Does the Midtown Tunnel carry 40,000 vehicles a day? 
• Is the Midtown Tunnel the most heavily traveled road east of the Mississippi? Nation? 

 
Per the Draft 2009 Congestion Management Process (to be approved in September 2010), the 
average traffic on a given weekday on the Midtown Tunnel is 41,115 vehicles (Page 66). The 
value you provided in your inquiry is within range by rounding. As to your second question, 
the Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization cannot verify whether the 
Midtown Tunnel is the most heavily traveled road east of the Mississippi or the nation. We can 
verify that the Midtown Tunnel is the most heavily traveled two lane facility in the State of 
Virginia (Page 7). If you have any further inquiries on the Midtown Tunnel or other 
transportation facility, please do not hesitate to contact our Congestion Management Process 
Team for further assistance. 
 
Have a pleasant day. 
 

Name:   Tara Sotherland 
Date:   August 6, 2010 
Subject:   Midtown Tunnel Inquiry  
Public Comment Input (Via Phone)  Does the Midtown Tunnel carry 40,000 vehicles per day? Is the Midtown Tunnel the most heavily traveled road east of the Mississippi River? Is the Midtown Tunnel the most heavily traveled road in the Nation? 
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